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Now Hear This! 

Association Address: 
c/o John K. Schwarz, Executive 
Director 
2500 Clarendon Blvd., Apt. 121 
Arlington, VA  22201 

Association Phone Number: 
 703-867-0142 

Address for Tax Deductible 
Contributions: 

USS Houston SurvivorsΩ 
Association 
c/o Pam Foster, Treasurer 
370 Lilac Lane, 
Lincoln, CA 95648 

(Please specify which fund ς 
General or Scholarship) 

Association Email Contact: 
 Contact@USSHouston.org 

Association Founded 1947 
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The Schwarz & Flynn Families Visit U.S. Navy Yard 

and Arlington National Cemetery  
 

USS Houston (CA-30) Family members: Donna Mae Flynn; Trudy Schwarz; John 
K. Schwarz; Cletus Flynn; Dennis Flynn; and Fulton Flynn visited the USS 
Houston (CA-30) Model at the Museum of the U.S. Navy in Washington, D.C. 
on 14 September 2016.  

 

A September Visit to Arlington 

& the Navy Yard  

By John K. Schwarz 

Donna Flynn, widow of USS Houston 

(CA-30) Survivor David C. Flynn, 

contacted me in early September 2016 

concerning a visit she and some of her 

family members intended to make to 

Arlington National Cemetery and the 

Museum of the U.S. Navy. Over the 

next few days, plans were made, and I 

arranged to have my mother, 

Association Co-founder Trudy Schwarz,  

(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

come down from New Jersey by train to join the 
groupτa 'mini gathering' of USS Houston CA-30 
family members. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƛŎŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ 
gathered on September 13 at a hotel near the Iwo 
Jima Memorial, then went out to dine at Mr. Peter 
.ƻǘŀΩǎ άaŜǘǊƻ нф 5ƛƴŜǊΣέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǘŜ ƘǳƎŜ 
portions of terrific Greek/American fare, and our 
discussions were robust and engaging. 
 
The next day we proceeded less than a mile to our 
first stop, Arlington National Cemetery. We all 
stayed together as a group and ceremoniously 
placed fresh, yellow roses on the USS Houston CA-
30/HMAS Perth marker on McClellan Drive and on 
the following USS Houston CA-ол ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ ƎǊŀǾŜǎΣ 
all resting in Section 12: Phillip 'Joe' Gans; Otto C. 
Schwarz; John Stefanek; David C. Flynn; and 
William Batchelor.  
 

 
 
 
 
This was an emotional exercise for all of us, 
including Donna, who was making her first visit 
back to David's grave since his burial, and of 
course, Trudy, who stood by Otto's side for so 
many years of this Association's existence in 
support of his efforts. For me, as one of the four 
sons (next generations) in attendance, the 
overwhelming sentiment was the feeling of being 
just flat-out proudτa feeling I have each and 
every time I visit the graves of these brave men. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Next we walked on up to the Arlington House, the 
Robert E. Lee Memorial and museum at the very 
top of the cemetery grounds. The view that day was 
breath-taking. It seemed that the Pentagon was just 
a stone's throw away, down and to our right. The 
Washington, DC skyline extended directly ahead 
and all the way to our left.  
 
After a short break, we went to our scheduled 
appointment for a chaperoned tour of the Navy 
Yard facility, including the Underwater Archaeology 
Branch; the Naval History & Heritage Command of 
the Department of the Navy; and of course, the 
museum housing the original model of the USS 
Houston CA-олΦ aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bII/Ωǎ 
Director, Rear Admiral Samuel Cox, USN (Ret.) for 
making our arrangements. 
 
And what a tour it was! We were ushered into the 
¦ƴŘŜǊǿŀǘŜǊ .ǊŀƴŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ άǇǳǊƭƻƛƴŜŘ 
ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ƴŜȄǘ ǘo 
the remains of USS Houston (CA-30). The 
instrument has been soaking in a special liquidτa 
necessary treatment due to its many years in salt 
water. It is hoped that the trumpet will be able to 
be restored to 'display' condition, and that possibly, 
traceable DNA can be extracted for identification 
purposes. We also saw several other retrieved USS 
Houston artifacts that are all being housed and 
readied for an anticipated enlarging of the USS 
Houston CA-30 exhibit in the museum. 
 
From there, we took the short walk over to the 
museum to see the greatest ship model display one 
could ever imagine: the original Boucher model of 
USS Houston CA-30. The 14-foot-long model was 
beautifully lit, and was still as magnificent as it was 
when it was unveiled in 2011 after a comprehensive 
restoration process.   
 
At the end of our tour, we all were contented to 
return to the hotel to freshen up and have a bite at 
the hotel restaurant. After I got Trudy safely on her 
train back home, and bid good-bye to the Flynn's, it 
was obvious everyone involved had a terrific, 
moving, emotional, and satisfying visit to the 
nation's capital, and the places and things so dear to 
all of us.  
 

 

 

 

9/14/16: The Flynns and Schwarzs gather next to 
the USS Houston/HMAS Perth marker at Arlington. 
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From the desk of the Executive Director 
John K. Schwarz 

 

As our calendar (and fiscal) year comes to a close, I am proud to point out that due to your continued 
generosity, we will be able to continue to pursue opportunities for permanent remembrances of the 
USS Houston CA-30. One such project currently in progress is a proposed memorial plaque for display at 
the hotel standing on the former grounds of the ά.ƛŎȅŎƭŜ /ŀƳǇέ on Java. We also should be able, for the 
foreseeable future, to award a modest yet significant scholarship to one of our CA-30 descendants, or 
other interested, worthy candidate. Again, all of this is possible because of your support, and we truly 
thank all of you who contribute to our funding. 
 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ά5ŀȅ ƻŦ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜέ ƛƴ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΣ ¢· ƻƴ о ς 
4 March 2017, which will mark the 75th anniversary of the loss of USS Houston CA-30 and HMAS Perth 
(D-29). The Houston Maritime Museum, the Australian National Maritime Museum and our Association 
are planning a wonderful set of events which will pay tribute to these gallant ships, their Captains, and 
crews. We hope you will plan to attend. 
 
Dana Charles, our Association VP/Correspondent/Researcher and Bluebonnet Editor, continues his 
brilliant work in those functions. Sue Kreutzer works diligently on reunion planning, merchandise 
coordination and of course, the web page. She also facilitates the Board of Managers throughout the 
year with our monthly meetings. Pam Foster handles all financial matters, accounting, and tax 
submissions and distributes all hard copy Blue Bonnet newsletters. These folks also do double duty on 
the Scholarship Committee along with άbŜȄǘ Denerationer,έ Scott Ingram (son of Bill). Many thanks to 
Bernice Harapat who is heading up the proposed 'Bicycle Camp' plaque project. We simply would not be 
where we are, doing what we are able to do, without these dedicated folks who deserve all the thanks 
anyone cares to offer them. A day does not go by without they having my/Trudy's appreciation. 
 
March is right around the corner, many details will be offered in this edition, I urge all interested parties 
to make your plans early and secure great, reasonably priced travel arrangements. 
 
Most of all, stay well, 
 
              

  John  
                         Son of Otto and Trudy Schwarz 
  Association Co-Founders 
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INTERNAL ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM UPDATE  

Applications for next ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
competition are being accepted beginning June 1 
with the deadline for submission extending to 
November 1.  
 
To apply for the scholarship applicants can go to 
www.usshouston.org and click on the scholarship 
tab, scroll down to bottom of the page and click 
to download the application packet. 
 
Application packets can also be obtained by 
writing to John Keith Schwarz, 2500 Clarendon 
Blvd. Apt. 121, Arlington, VA 22201. 
 
Each year the amount our Association can award 
to the Internal Scholarship recipient depends on 
your generosity. The scholarship award available 
for 2017 will be $3,000. Donations are always 
accepted and appreciated, and are necessary to 
perpetuate this program.  
 
You can also remember the USS Houston CA-30 
Scholarship Fund in your will, estate planning, or 
beneficiary designations.  All donations are tax 
deductible.  
 
Donations should be made out to: USS Houston 
CA-30 SurvivorsΩ Association. Please note on your 
ŎƘŜŎƪΥ ά{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 5ƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Mail Donations to: Pam Crispi Foster, 370 Lilac 
Lane, Lincoln, CA 95648 
 
To-date and after approximately 15 years of 
program implementation, we have awarded 13 
scholarships totaling $28,250.00. This is an 
extremely successful program outcome by any 
measure.  
 
We thank everyone who has donated and 
participated in this worthwhile endeavor. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.usshouston.org/

