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Mayor Parker Wears CA- 30 Shirt at 
Houstonôs 4th  of July Celebration  

 

Mayor Parker (center) wears a U.S.S. Houston CA-30 shirt on July 4
th

 

 

 

hƴ Wǳƭȅ пΣ нлмр IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ aŀȅƻǊΣ 
Annise D. Parker, wore a U.S.S. Houston 
CA-ол ǎƘƛǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ IƻǳǎǘƻƴΩǎ 
official 4th of July celebration called: 
ά{ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ !ƛǊƭƛƴŜǎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻǾŜǊ 
¢ŜȄŀǎΦέ IŜƭŘ ƛƴ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ ¢ƛƴǎƭŜȅ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ 
Houston, the 29-year-old annual event 
featured singer-songwriter and 
Houston son, Clint Black and double-
platinum-selling singer, songwriter Josh 
Turner who headlined on the 
Southwest Airlines Stage. The evening 
culminated with a spectacular 
fireworks display by Citgo. (Photo: 
/ƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ фоvέ wŀŘƛƻ 
Station in Houston).  
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Perth -III Honors Perth -I and CA -30  

In Sunda Strait  

 

May 4, 2015: Operations Officer of H.M.A.S. Perth III, 
Lieutenant Commander Dylan White, addresses the 

crew during a wreath laying ceremony over the wreck 
of H.M.A.S. Perth I in Sunda Strait. 

 

By Dana Charles  
While headed to a port visit in Singapore, H.M.A.S. 
Perth III stopped in Sunda Strait on the evening of 
4 May 2015 to remember the crews of H.M.A.S. 
Perth I and U.S.S. Houston CA-30, and the final 
battle the two ships fought there seventy-three 
years ago. The sailors of the H.M.A.S. Perth III 
ǎǘƻƻŘ ǎƻƭŜƳƴƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŘŜŎƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
Australian Anzac frigate paused in the calm waters 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀ {ǘǊŀƛǘΦ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ 
memorial service and wreath-laying ceremony, 
LSBM Jones, ABET Nolan, and ABET Smith-Luck 
read from the memoirs ofH.M.A.S. Perth (D-29) 
ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜƭǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƛǇƳŀǘŜǎΣέ 
reported an article written in the H.M.A.S. Perth III 
newsletter (July 2015).   

HMAS Perth III leads RSS Stalwart and KD Jebat. 

 

 

Lieutenant Brendan Naylor, Navigating Officer, said:  
ά¢ƘŜ ŘŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ Perth have given 
her a special place in the history of the Royal 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ bŀǾȅΧ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǊŜ ŀ Perth tally band, just 
ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ŘƻΧ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿear that tally band, when 
you wear your Perth patch and when you cross 
tŜǊǘƘΩǎ gangway, do it with great pride because 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΦέ 
 
Captain LƴƎƘŀƳ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘΥ άhŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
have flown the Australian White Ensign, there has 
never been one quite like the first Perth. Of all the 
Australians who fought in the Second World War, 
none saw more action or saw so much hardship as 
the crew of Perth I. Tonight we recognize that ship, 
we remember those men and we acknowledge their 
families. Tonight we honor Perth LΦέ 

 
 
 
 

 
 

On 6 May 2015 Commander Andrew Schroder, RAN, 
Assistant Naval Attaché, Australia, and Association 
Executive Director John Schwarz attended a reception 
at the Embassy of Australia in Washington, D.C., hosted 
by Naval Attaché Commodore Steve McDowall, 
DSM, CSM, RAN, to remember the Battle of the Coral 
Sea. 
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From the desk of the Executive Director 

John K. Schwarz 
 

This is hoping everyone is doing fine health-wise. This edition of the Blue Bonnet pretty much marks the 
mid-year point of our fiscal year. It also serves as a good time to reflect on membership in our 
Association. For most of you contributions are most often and easily done through donations to our 
fund accounts. The 'general kitty' is necessary for modest Association expenses, the most costly of 
which is the memorial service. We also have the scholarship program that can only occur with a stream 
of funding that not only keeps the program alive but literally dictates the amount we can offer for a 
young person's educational endeavors. Donation amounts are up to the donor. All amounts are 
welcomed and are most helpful. There truly is strength in numbers. 
 
Donations can also be made through the purchase of some terrific merchandise that our Association has 
ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ ά¦.S.S. Houston CA-ол ŎƻƭƻǊǎέ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ 
also help our Association add to the kitty.  
 
A reminder: If you purchase any kind of merchandise through Amazon, please register with 
AmazonSmile as you will make an Association donation automatically through every purchaseτwithout 
any effect on that purchase regarding price or vendor.  
 
For any questions/concerns about any Association donating, our trusty Treasurer Pam Foster will be 
happy to offer assistance (pam@usshouston.org). 
 
Remember the scholarship application window opened on June 1st. For any of you scholarship 'coaches' 
out there, please advise your prospective candidate to get started early on their submission. Candidates 
must first answer all application requirements then second, present a package that accumulates the 
most points relative to any other candidates. 
 
aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ά!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎέ ŀǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ 
foremost of which is planning for Houston in 2016. Mark your calendars: the Annual Memorial Service 
will be held March 5, 2016 at the U.S.S. Houston CA-30 Monument in Houston, Texas.  
 
We continue our relationship with the U.S. Navy folks in Washington, D.C. who have jurisdiction over 
U.S. sunken warships, The Naval History & Heritage Command. Nothing terribly new to report other 
than the occasional sighting of potential salvagers that gets reported to us, and ongoing tourist dive 
boat trips being executed by local boat operators to the Houston CA-30 wreck site. 
 
Our Association Board of Managers stays the course at their assigned tasks. Vice President Dana Charles 
remains very busy with a tremendous volume of Association correspondence, some of which is shared 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άaŀƛƭōŀƎέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ Each of your Board of Managers is available every day of the 
year through contact@usshouston.org 

 

               John 
                           Son of Otto and Trudy Schwarz 

 

mailto:pam@usshouston.org
mailto:contact@usshouston.org
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Remembering 70 Years Ago This Monthé 

 

Stories of Liberation  

By Dana Charles 

 
Seventy years ago this month the bloody Pacific War seemed to 
be grinding relentlessly toward its fourth year when two 
American atomic bombs suddenly obliterated Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, Japan. A few days later, on August 15, 1945τfor the 
first time everτthe Japanese people heard the voice of their 
Emperor speaking directly to them on the radio. Without 
actually using the word surrender, Emperor Hirohito told his 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ WŀǇŀƴ ƴƻǿ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ άŜƴŘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴŜƴŘǳǊŀōƭŜΣέ IƛǊƻƘƛǘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ a trace of irony, without 
acknowledging that throughout Asia, throughout the Pacific 
Regionτwherever Japanese forces had invaded since 1937τ
death and destruction and unendurable suffering had been 
ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ǳǇƻƴ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻf 
people.                      

 
By August 1945, 736 American prisoners of warτSailors and Marines of U.S.S. Houston CA-30 and 
soldiers of the 131st Field Artillery/2nd Battalionτhad somehow managed to survive 42 months of 
suffering at the hands of the Japanese, which for most of them, included the construction of the 
Burma-Thailand railway.  As prisoners of war, each of them had endured many unendurable things, 
including witnessing deaths among fellow POW shipmates and friends; 77 Houston survivors and 89 
soldiers of the 131st had perished due to malnutrition, disease, beatings, and torture. By the summer of 
1945 most of the surviving men of Houston and the 131st had been transported to various POW camps 
scattered throughout S.E. Asia. Below is a sample of the various stories of liberation experienced by 
these remarkable men as a direct result of ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ ǊŀŘƛƻ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ƻŦ August 15, 1945: 
 
Jack Feliz - Ohas i, Japan  

 
In a POW camp in Ohasi, Japan U.S.S. Houston sailor Jack Feliz first heard the war was over from a 
broadcast on a secret radio which fellow crewman Jerry Bunch had built and hidden from the Japanese 
ƎǳŀǊŘǎΦ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ WŀǇǎΣέ CŜƭƛȊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜΦ1 ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ 
Japs rounded up all the POWS up who were working in the mine repair shops and put us in a large 
warehouse and told us to remain there until they returned. We were pretty apprehensive that these 
mad dogs might machine-gun us. We were organized to make an all-hands attack on any gun-toting 
Jap, take his weapon and head for the seaport at Kamaishi and we would commandeer fishing boats to 
ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎƘƛǇǎΦ CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ 
ǎŜŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿant us to hear the Emperor tell his people that he surrendered his 
country to the allied military forces and that they were to treat POWS and invading forces with due 
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΧέ  
                                                 
1
 Feliz, Jack M. from The Saga of Sailor JackΣ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ /ƭǳō tǊŜǎǎ όнллмύΣ ǇΦ стΦ  

29 Aug 1945: Released Allied POWS at 
Aomori, Japan (Photo: NARA #80-G-490444) 
(   
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According to Jack Feliz, Jerry Bunch immediately made contact with U.S. forces with his radio and 
ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǘǘŜǊΦ ά¢ƘŜ th² ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ WŜǊǊȅ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ǘƛƎƘǘΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŀŎǳŀǘŜ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǇƭŀƴŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΧ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ 
wait for that plane to arrive. He buzzed our camp and it was easy to see that he found our camp 
because we were all out on the parade ground jumping up and down waving everything that we had to 
ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέ2   
 
Marvin E. Tilghman - Saigon, French Indo -China  

 
Lƴ ŀ άōƛƎΣ CǊŜƴŎƘ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇέ ƛƴ {ŀƛƎƻƴΣ CǊŜƴŎƘ LƴŘƻ-China (Vietnam), 131st survivor Marvin E. 
Tilghman and his fellow American POWs (including my father) first learned that the war was over when 
ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎΦ ά²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜally over because some of 
the Japs had told us that we had dropped the big bomb on one of their towns and that town was 
finished. The next day, I believe, the (American) planes came in and landed out at the air base. One of 
ƻǳǊ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴǎΧŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ h{S people to make arrangements to get us out. We started having fun 
ǘƘŜƴΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ WŀǇǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƻǊŜŀƴ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ƘŀŘ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ ό¢ƘŜ 
captain) let us go to town if we wanted to. We still came back at night to the camp. We went to town 
to visit, buy food, eat, visit with people. Some French people invited us to their homes, and we ate 
ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳŜǎŜ ǿŀǊ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ƛƴ 
town and started shooting and ransacking the toǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ L ƘŀŘ Ƴȅ DL ƪƘŀƪƛǎ ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎŀǾŜŘ ƳŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΧέ3     
 
Gus Forsman - Singapore  

 
At the Outram Road Prison in Singapore, Singapore Japanese guards said nothing to U.S.S. Houston CA-
30 ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ aŜƭŦƻǊŘ [Φ όάDǳǎέύ CƻǊǎƳŀƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ th²{ 
from solitary confinement. Forsman had languished in prison for six months.  The Japanese had 
ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ ƴŜǿǎΦ άώ¢ƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƎǳŀǊŘǎϐ ƳŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǳǎ 
ƻǾŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ΨDƻΗΩ ²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƪŜǇǘ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨDƻΗΩ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ aŀƧor (Windy) Rogers (131st FA/2nd BN) ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǎƘƻƻǘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǎŎŀǇƛƴƎΦΩ {ƻ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ψ.ȅ DƻŘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ Ǌǳƴ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΗ wǳƴ ƛƴ ŀ ȊƛƎȊŀƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦΩ !ƴȅǿŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻŦŦ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ Japs were laughing 
ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƛǊŜΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ ²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ /ƘƛƴŀƳŀƴ ŎŀƳŜ ōȅ ƻƴ ŀ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜΣ 
and Major Rogers said something to him. Well, he stopped and fortunately spoke some English. He told 
ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘƛƳΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨbƻΣ ƴƻΣ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻƻƳΣ ōƻƻƳ ƻƴŜ 
ǘƛƳŜΗ WŀǇŀƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΗΩ ²Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘƛƳΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƎŜǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜst thing for us 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ /ƘŀƴƎƛΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘƛŘΦέ 
 
ά²Ŝ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ /ƘŀƴƎƛΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ WŀǇ ƎǳŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǊƛŦƭŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǊƛŦƭŜΦ ²Ŝ 
started up this road, and here came a bunch of POWS from Changi, the regular Changi jail. They came 
running down, and there was olΩ Crayton (Crayton Gordon, 131st FA/2nd BN). I remember they threw 

                                                 
2
 Feliz, Jack M. from The Saga of Sailor JackΣ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎΩ /ƭǳō tǊŜǎǎ όнллмύΣ ǇΦ стΦ 

3
 LaForte, Robert S, and Marcello, Ronald E., Building the Death Railway, SR Books (1993), pp. 253-254. 
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their arms around us and wanted to know where we came from. They thought when we left Thailand 
we were dead for sure. Anyway, they took us over to the jail and told us the war was over. They took 
ǳǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƧŀƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊΦ aȅ DƻŘΣ ƛǘ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘŜǊƻΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦέ4       
 
James Gee - Near Nagasaki, Japan  

 
After surviving the death railway, U.S.S. Houston Marine survivor James Gee was eventually 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ th² Ŏƻŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŎŀƳǇ ƴŜŀǊ bŀƎŀǎŀƪƛΣ WŀǇŀƴΦ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ пр ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ bŀƎŀǎŀƪƛ 
όōȅ ǘǊŀƛƴύΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƳō ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƴ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ 
heard a lot of explƻǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΥ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŀƴȅ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΦ ²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
in the area from the air raid sounds. We knew things were shaping up in our fŀǾƻǊΧ !ŦǘŜǊ IƛǊƻǎƘƛƳŀΣ 
they called us on the parade ground, and this is when we had our biggest run down through the city. 
This is when people were jeering at us because of the number of people that had been killed. But, 
anyway, Nagasaki was hit next, and we were called onto the parade ground, and the Japanese in a 
formal ceremony told us what had happened and said that America and Japan were now friends and 
that they were our friends and that they wanted to treat us the very best they could and that they 
wŜǊŜ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΦ !ƴŘ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
switched from our major enemy to our best friend, and to seal this, to let us know they meant it, they 
turned over their rifles and ammunition to us, which we accepted without hesitation. We had a man 
who made an American flag and had carried it with him for quite a while, and we took the Stars and 
{ǘǊƛǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ hƭŘ DƭƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ th² ŘŀȅǎΧhŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿŜ 
were prŜǘǘȅ ǎǘǳƴƴŜŘΧ¢Ƙŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǿŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǳǊ ǊƛŦƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ έ5    
 
Note: These are just a few of the many stories of liberation experienced in August 1945 by U.S.S. 
Houston CA-30 and 131st FA/2nd BN survivors. Each man experienced his moment of POW liberation in 
his own unique way. [To all Survivors: If you would like to tell the story of your POW liberation day in 
the next issue of the Blue Bonnet, please contact Dana Charles at: contact@usshouston.org].   

       

 

 

                                                 
4
 LaForte, Robert S, and Marcello, Ronald E., Building the Death Railway, SR Books (1993), pp. 255-256. 

5
 LaForte, Robert S, and Marcello, Ronald E., Building the Death Railway, SR Books (1993), pp. 275-276. 

You Shop, Amazon Gives 
By Pam Crispi Foster, Treasurer 

 

Many of us already shop online at Amazon.com.  Did you know that Amazon has a program where they will 
donate a portion of your purchase price to the USS Houston CA-30 Survivors Association and Next 
Generations?  There is no additional cost to you or to the association and the proceeds help to perpetuate 
the memory of our ship and the sacrifices made by her crew.  Visit our website:  www.usshouston.org and 
click on the AmazonSmile link or go to the website shown below.  This is a win-win situation for all of us. 
 
¶ Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the USS Houston 

CA-30 Survivors Association and Next Generations whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.  
¶ AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. 
¶ Support the USS Houston CA-30 Survivors Association and Next Generations by starting your 

shopping at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2814051.  

  

mailto:contact@usshouston.org
http://amazon.com/
http://www.usshouston.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2814051
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The Photo of U.S.S. Houston CA-30 at Tjilatjap, Java, February 6, 1942 
 

By 

 

Donald M. Kehn, Jr. 

 

As we all know, Marblehead and Houston were both bombed and damaged by Japanese navy bombers 
on February 4, 1942 in what has become known as The Battle of the Flores Sea.  The allied ships were 
at that time located between the Kangean Archipelago and the island of Bali, far to the east of 
Surabaja, Java.  Marblehead was more severely damaged, badly flooded with her steering knocked 
out, and as a result it took her longer to get back to port.  Houston suffered more casualties but her 
steaming ability was unimpaired and she returned to the southwestern Javanese port of Tjilatjap the 
following day (Feb. 5). Marblehead reached there a day later (Feb. 6) and as she steamed past her big 
sister a huge cheer went up from the crew of Houston. (By that time Houston had already sent her 
wounded off in Dutch hospital trains for Jogjakarta, and her dead ashore for burial in the European 
cemetery at Tjilatjap.)  This remarkable photo was taken from Marblehead as she slowly moved ahead 
of Houston to the docks at Tjilatjap. 
 
This picture has existed in poor reproductions, very blurred and dim, for years but this is the first time 
an original copy, in pristine condition, has been located.  It was in the back of MarbleheadΩǎ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ 
Report for the Feb. 4th bombing and subsequent repairs, and found at NARA II in College Park, MD by 
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military historian Robert Stern.  Its value is considerable, as it is far and away the clearest image we 
have of Houston in the last weeks of her life.  And in it we see that even severe damage to a large 
warship is not always obvious or apparent at first glance.  
 
On a more human level, it is probable that here we see men we have all known over the years.  Family 
members and NOK will likely have a relative there somewhere.  That all of these men would either be 
dead or POWs within a few weeks is an extremely poignant and sobering thought. 
     
Houston was hit by a single, stray 250kg bomb (551 lbs) dropped by Imperial Japanese Navy bombers 
flying out of Kendari, Celebes.  Released at high altitude, the bomb struck behind the number three 
turret, which had been rotated 30° to port during the engagement to keep an eye out for low-flying 
torpedo planes.  The explosion froze the turret there, but it did not cause the turret to move into that 
position. 
     
On its way down the bomb nicked the port yardarm on the mainmast, next to the .50cal MG nest atop 
that tripodτwherein both Earl Joe Snyder and Marvin Bain were stationedτthen went through the 
searchlight platform where it killed a young seaman named Bruce Adkins; it then ripped a ten foot 
slash in the tripod leg of the mast and pierced the radio shack before emerging above the main deck 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘƻƴŀǘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎƘŀŎƪ ƛǘ ƭŜŦǘ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ мпέ ƛƴ 
diameter. 
 

 
Although not obvious in the picture, the side of the turret was pierced in over 200 places by small 
fragments from the bomb.  Most of these holes were only an inch or two in diameter. These, however, 
sent red-hot shards into the gun house which killed and injured many.  More destructively, they also 
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ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜƭƭŀƴǘ ŦƛǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ уέ ǇƻǿŘŜǊ ōŀƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƴ house 
itself.   
 
The armored cover for the right rangefinder telescope was blown offτas seen in the pictureτas were 
the life-ǊŀŦǘǎ ŀǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊǊŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǳǊǊŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŀǊ ƘŀǘŎƘτthis 
was openτsat the Turret Officer, LT George Davis, Jr. who was spotting enemy planes.  As one may 
see, he was extremely close to the impact and was killed instantly.  Both turret hatch doors can be 
seen to have been blown off by the explosion.  A makeshift ladder has been placed alongside the gun 
house to enable men to get to the top of the turretτprobably to remove the remains of damaged life-
rafts. 
 
Additionally, fragments killed and wounded men seeking shelter under the boatsτwhich we see here 
forward of the turretτŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǇŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ !ŦǘŜǊ 5ŀƳŀƎŜ 
Repair Party who were stationed just below ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎǊŜǿΩǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  όIƻǿŀǊŘ 
Brooks was one of very few survivors of that group.)  The explosion blew a large hole in the deckτ
ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ мнΩ · муΩτbut no fires were started below where the After Damage Repair Party had been.  
There were numerous water lines and electrical mains wrecked, though, and considerable flooding in 
that area afterwards, which made the rescue of wounded and recovery of bodies not only grim, but 
highly precarious.   
 
The photo also shows a good deal of material at the location of the hole in the deck, but it is difficult to 
say just what it is.  It almost appears to be bedding or clothing.  We do know that a great deal of 
damage was inflicted on bunks in the crew-space below the bomb, and it is possible, I suppose, that 
water-logged and damaged bedding and clothing had been brought up on deck.  Later a steel plate was 
welded over the hole in the deck.  The cruiser likewise had a cold storage compartment for food 
destroyed, and it is recorded that many canned Armor hams were quickly consumed over the next 
days. 
 
Marblehead would be under emergency repairs at Tjilatjap until Feb. 13, at which point she began a 
ƭƻƴƎΣ ŀǊŘǳƻǳǎ ƻŘȅǎǎŜȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ  .ǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŀŎǘ рέ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ !! 
directors had been repaired (and her power plant was undamaged) Houston, unfortunately and 
ironically, was kept in the battle zone.  According to the later recollections of ADM Thomas Hart 
(CINCAF) this decision was largely that of CAPT Albert H. Rooks, HoustonΩǎ ǎƪipper, but it is hard to 
believe that he was not encouraged to remain on station if at all possible.  The dutiful warship then left 
Tjilatjap for Darwin on Feb. 11, 1942 and reached the northern Australian port a few days later.  In so 
doing her fate was sealed; less than three weeks later she would be sunk in the Battle of Sunda Strait 
along with the gallant Australian light cruiser, H.M.A.S. Perth. 
 
A Chief Yeoman on Marblehead named Beauford G. Gabriel later wrote: ά9ƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊōƻǊ ƻŦ 
Tjilatjap, we passed the HOUSTON who had beaten us there.  As we passed she gave three great big 
ŎƘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜƭǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦέ        
 
Among much else, this remarkable image records those moments. 
 
© Donald M. Kehn, Jr. 2015 
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Here and Thereé 

 
ANZAC Day 2015 

 

 
   
  

 

   
H.M.A.S Perth Survivor David Manning chats with LT (jg) 
Ricardo Elizalde, USNτthe United States Navy 
representativeτat ANZAC Day, 2015 in Melbourne.   

Observing ANZAC Day 2015 in San Francisco: Front Row: Lauren 
Daigre, great granddaughter of Eugene Crispi, USN. Back Row: 
Taylor Daigre, great grand-daughter of Eugene Crispi, USN; 
Stephanie Daigre, granddaughter in law of Eugene Crispi, USN; 
Commander Andrew Schroder, RAN, Assistant Naval Attaché, 
Embassy of Australia; Pam Foster, daughter of Eugene Crispi, USN 

 

25 April 2015: The H.M.A.S. Perth Survivors Association marches in the annual ANZAC Day Parade in Melbourne, 
Australia carrying the U.S.S. Houston CA-30 banner which our Association had recently gifted to them. 
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25 April 2015: Australians in the Houston-area gathered for a dawn memorial service at the U.S.S. Houston CA-30 
Monument in observance of ANZAC Day. This year marked the 100

th
 anniversary of the WWI Battle of Gallipoli.    

The U.S.S. Houston CA-30 Monument was 
the site of the ANZAC Day 2015 Memorial 
Service in Houston, Texas.  

U.S.S. Houston (CL-�z�s�������•�•�‘�…�‹�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�ï�• 
Annual Reunion  

August 18 �� 23, 2015 
Radisson Hotel �� Green Bay, WI 

Contact: Barbara Hillebrand 608-424-6095; 
Bhillebrand@charter.net 

Shipmates, families and friends are welcome! 

21 July 2015: NG Jerry Ranger (Right) visited with U.S.S. 
Houston CA-30 Survivor Marvin Sizemore (Left) and his wife 
Helen (not pictured) and NG Deb Clark (not pictured) in Ohio.  


