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Now Hear This!  

Association Address: 
c/o John K. Schwarz, Executive 
Director 
2500 Clarendon Blvd., Apt. 121 
Arlington, VA  22201 

Association Phone Number: 
 703-867-0142 

Address for Tax Deductible 
Contributions: 

USS Houston Survivors 
Association 
c/o Pam Foster, Treasurer 
370 Lilac Lane, 
Lincoln, CA 95648 

(Please specify which fund ς 
General or Scholarship) 

Association Email Contact: 
 Contact@USSHouston.org 

Association Founded 1946: 
 by Otto and Trudy Schwarz 
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REUNION 2014  
 

Survivors Bill Ingram and Howard Brooks present wreath on behalf  
of all survivors in memory of the crew. 

Commemorates 72 nd  Anniversary of 

USS Houston CA -30õs Loss 

From left to right, Trudy Schwarz, Teresa Reilly, 
and Eunell Weissinger present wreath on behalf 

of all spouses in memory of the crew. 
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USS HOUSTON CA -30 MEMORIAL SERVICE  2014 
 
A special thank you to those who, in spite of the inclement weather, helped to honor the crew of the 
USS Houston CA-30 
 
The Invincible Eagle Band 
Liberty, Texas 
Director:  PNC Charles E Grabein, USN (Ret) 
Music 
 
John K Schwarz 
Master of Ceremonies 

Randal K Potter, LCDR, CHC, USN 
Chaplin, US Navy 
Invocation and Benediction 
 
US Naval Sea Cadets Corps 
Houston Division 
 
Matt Rejmaniak 
National Anthem and God Bless America 
 
Tom Vandeveer 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
The City of Houston, Texas 
Proclamation 
 
1st Battalion, 23rd Marines 
Rifle Salute 

 
Roy & Dorlene Gideon and 
Larry & Linda Poole 
Refreshments 
 
SPEAKERS 

Commander Andrew Schroder, RAN 
Naval Attaché 
Embassy of Australia, Washington, DC 
 
Andrew Millar 
British Consul General, Houston, Texas 
 
Geert Visser 
Consul of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
 
Captain David S Burr, USN (Ret) 
Naval Order of the United States 
Texas Commandery 
 
Colonel Terri R Zimmermann, USMCR 
Head Defense Services Branch 
Reserve Legal Support 
Judge Advocate Division 
 
Carl Salazar 
Director, City of Houston 
Office of Veterans Affairs 
 
Captain Carter Conlin, USN (Ret) 
Past Commander General 
Naval Order of the United States 
 

USS Houston CA-30 Survivors Association and 
Next Generations 
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 From the desk of the Executive Director  

Joh n  Schwarz  

 

This past memorial service really demonstrated what our men mean to us and the influence their 

experiences have had on our lives. As the service commenced and subsequently proceeded, I often 

glanced over and saw our beloved survivors, spouses and widows sitting in a pretty consistent rain 

storm. They persevered nonetheless as the service went on from start to finish just as planned. That 

took some courage and fortitude but as the survivors before us, we all drew from their spirit and 

ΨǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜm so richly deserve. 

Many thanks to all participants for allowing for yet another memorial service that so wonderfully pays 

honor to the men of the USS Houston CA-30. 

Two scholarships awarded this year and we had among us for this entire week-end, two most 

impressive next, next generations. Hopefully, that generation will sooner than later offer us our next 

generation of leadership to carry on the important mission of the Association. 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ aǊǎΦ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ 

Daigre. She so eloquently delivered a reading of her winning scholarship which impressed everyone in 

the room, particularly two of the men whom she talks about in her wonderfully written essay. We also 

announced our fourth US Naval Academy scholarship award winner, Mr. Evan Hovenden. 

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to making this reunion week-end a success, you know 

who you are, and also of course special thanks to survivors Bill Ingram and Howard Brooks for allowing 

us to honor them in person. 

We are still in need of a few good men/women as your offer to assist with the operation of the 

Association is always welcomed. 

 

John Keith Schwarz, Executive Director 
USS Houston CA-30 Survivors Association & Next Generations 
 

John  

Son of Otto and Trudy Schwarz 

 

John Schwarz 
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An Update on USS Houston (CA-30) 
 

On December 21, 2013 the Board of Managers reported on what was known at that time about 
alleged salvage operations occurring on HMAS Perth and USS Houston (CA-30). After continuing 
discussions with US Navy Dept. officials in Washington, DC as well as the US Naval Attaché in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, here is an update: 
 
¶ The U.S. Naval Attaché in Jakarta is working with representatives of other nations to help 
ensure that shipwrecks in Indonesian waters, including HMAS Perth, USS Houston (CA-30) and 
others, are treated as war graves. 
 
¶ Relationships are being built with local villagers as part of an over-all strategy to deal with 
the salvaging matter. Fishermen from local villages understand that the wreck sites are good 
fishing grounds since they provide safe havens for various fish species. Efforts are being made to 
educate these villagers as to the history and importance of these wreck sites and what they 
mean to the countries for which these ships served. The hope is that these villagers might 
remain alert for any future salvaging operations. 
 
¶ Recent conversations with local villagers have revealed no evidence of any salvaging 
operations occurring on USS Houston (CA-30) over the period of the last 12 to 18 months. 
 
¶ A small Indonesian village has been identified as the closest one to the actual USS Houston 
(CA-30) site. Efforts are being made to educate the villagers about USS Houston (CA-30) and 
HMAS Perth and to eventually explore the possibility of erecting a monument of some sort in this 
village. If a monument is erected our support would be valuable. 
 

¶ On March 1, 2014 our U.S. Naval Attaché in Jakarta hosted a gathering which included 
representatives from: the Indonesian Navy; the Dutch Navy; the Dutch War Graves Commission; 
the Indian Defense Attaché; the Australian Naval Attaché and other Australian Navy personnel, 
all of whom raised glasses in honor of HMAS Perth and USS Houston (CA-30), and the 72nd 
Anniversary of the Battle of Sunda Strait. 

 
 
 
 

  
 

4ÈÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÍ (Ï×ÁÒÄ "ÒÏÏËÓȣ 
Howard is back home recuperating from his recent fall.  Welcome home Howard! 

 
I'm back home and in pretty good condition.  I feel that in a few weeks I will 
ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΦ  L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ άƻǳǊ 
crew ".  What a lovely group of people.  Just how do you repay such a 
response?  Sure is nice to be home again.  Thanks for everything. 
 
Howard and Silvia 
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Executive Transport Detachment Pacific Proudly 

Wearing Their USS Houston CA-30 T-shirts and Hats 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

70th  Lost Battalion Reunion  

July 31 thru  August 2, 2014  
 

Omni Dallas Hotel at Park West 
1590 LBJ Freeway 

Dallas, Texas 
Phone 972-869-4300 

 
For further information contact Terry Shields at  
940-872-8888 or 940-841-0494 or by email at  

terry-shields@sbcglobal.net 

USS Houston  CL -81 

28th  Annual Reunion 2014  

October 21 ð 25, 2014  

 
The USS Houston CL-81 reunion for 2014 will be held at 
the Holiday Inn in Norfork, Virginia. 
 
For further information, please contact Donna Rogers at 
717-792-9113 or by email at dlr7110@yahoo.com 

70th LOST BATTALION 
AND 

28TH USS HOUSTON CL-81 REUNIONS 

%ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔ 
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A few months ago The USS Houston 
CA-30 Survivors Association was 
contacted by AWF1 Bryce Ricklefs who 
is stationed at Pearl Harbor-Hickam as 
part of the Executive Transport 
Detachment Pacific, a small squadron 
that flies the 4-star Commander, US 
Pacific Fleet on our Gulfstream V 
aircraft. 
 
They run in conjunction with the local 
Naval Operational Support Command 
(NOSC) for CPO 365.  CPO 365 is a 
year-round training that trains PO1s to 
become CPOs in separate phases. As 
part of that training, they chose to 
organize themselves into a "ship," to 
pay homage to and learn the detailed 
history of a particular ship in Naval 
history.  Mr. Ricklefs personally 
conducted research into what ship he 
wanted that to be and chose the USS 
Houston CA-30.  They have adopted 
The Houston as their ship for the 
entirety of their training this year. 
 
We have been corresponding with Mr. 
Ricklefs and have sent USS Houston T-
shirts and hats to the squadron which 
they have proudly worn.  Recently the 
Association was pleased to receive the 
US Navy Commendation printed on 
page 7. 
 
During the 2014 Reunion Howard 
Brooks, Bill Ingram, Silvia Brooks and 
Trudy Schwarz enjoyed a Skype session 
with Mr Riklefs and some of his team. 

mailto:dlr7110@yahoo.com
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